
Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency



ADRA’s History

✓ Seventh-day Adventist Welfare Services 
(SAWS) created in 1956

✓ For 20 years SAWS focused on disaster 
relief projects in 35 countries

✓ SAWS was reorganized in 1984 and 
renamed the Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency (ADRA). Currently 117 in 
countries.



Map



Our Purpose

To serve humanity 
so all may live as 
God intended.





Target Impact Areas

✓ Health
✓ Food
✓ Shelter
✓ Agriculture & 

livelihoods
✓ Small businesses 
✓ Education
✓ Emergency response



Our Health Programs

✓Nutrition
✓Water, Sanitation 

and Hygiene
✓Maternal and Child 

Health
✓Reproductive 

Health
✓HIV/AIDS
✓Non-Communicable 

Diseases
✓Health Systems 

Strengthening



Target Population Groups

✓ Women
✓ Newborns
✓ Children
✓ Adolescents & youth
✓ People living in 

vulnerable situations



Key partnerships

✓ National and Local 
governments

✓ Local Health Facilities 
(Public, private, faith 
based)

✓ Local organizations, 
including local 
churches

✓ Donor agencies
✓ Civil Society organizations
✓ United Nations agencies



ADRA Global NCD intervention 
approach

• Focus on prevention 
of NCD risk factors

• Main target group: 
adolescents

• Based on 
CELEBRATIONS, GC 
Health Ministries.



ADRA Global NCD intervention 
approach

• Strategic Partnership with Loma 
Linda University School of Public 
Health

• Strategic partnership with GC 
Health Ministries



• C=Choices
• E=Exercise
• L=Liquid
• E=Environment
• B=Belief
• R=Rest
• A=Air

• T=Temperance
• I=Integrity
• O=Optimism
• N=Nutrition
• S= Social Support 

and Services



CELEBRATIONS! Mongolia
Pilot Project 

• Empower adolescents 
to prevent NCDs related 
risk factors 
• Poor diet
• Tobacco and alcohol 

use,
• Lack of exercise 
• Mental health



Addressing NCD risk factors

• Social and Behavior 
Change

• Human Center 
Design

• Continuous learning 
and adaptation



Thank You!! 

Josue Orellana

Josue.orellana@adra.org


